THE POWER OF PRAYER
· The Bible is full of examples of answered prayer

i) When Peter prayed for the man who was lame at the gate of the temple, “immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength” and he leaped up and entered the temple with Peter and John – Walking and leaping and praising God. (Acts 3:1-10)
ii) When Elijah prayed that it would not rain, it did not rain for three and a half years. He then prayed that it would rain and the heaven gave rain. (James 5:17-18)

iii) When the disciples were being persecuted for sharing their faith, they prayed for boldness. In Acts 4:31 we read
“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.” 
iv) After Paul and Silas had been beaten and thrown into Prison they began to pray and sing hymns to God. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, the foundations of the prison were shaken, all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. (Acts 16:25-26) 
· THERE IS POWER IN PRAYER 

(Nothing is impossible for God)
· God answers our prayers that are in line with His will for our life
· PRAYER MUST ALWAYS BE OUR FIRST PRIORITY
· NOT JUST OUR LAST OPTION when we are going through trials in life
· Prayer helps us to get to know God’s heart and love for us and for others

· Focused prayer has the ability to transform our lives and circumstances

TODAY I WANT TO SHARE ON A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT ASPECTS IN RELATION TO PRAYER

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYING FOR AND INTERCEDING FOR THE LOST (PRAYING IN THE HARVEST)

In the book of Ezekiel we read,
“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” (Ezekiel 22:30)

In the book of Chronicles we read,

“if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

(2 Chronicles 7:14)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4)

With a world full of lost souls how important it is as Christians that we intercede on their behalf and cry out to God for Him to save those who are lost and blinded by the devil. Praying for the lost both helps to bring people into God’s Kingdom and to give us a greater heart to reach out to the lost with the gospel message ourselves.
2) THE IMPORTANCE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER (WORSHIP HELPS TO CONNECT OUR HEART WITH THE HEART OF GOD)

In Psalm 100 we read,

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (Psalm 100:4)

WORSHIP HELPS TO BRING THE PRESENCE OF GOD INTO OUR SITUATIONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES

In the Lord’s Prayer that Jesus taught us to pray we see the importance of bringing God’s reign and rule into our circumstances. 
The second verse of this prayer emphasizes the importance of ushering God’s Kingdom and presence into our circumstances here on earth, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)
Healings and miracles take place in the presence of God.  In the gospel of Luke we read,
“However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him (Jesus) of their infirmities. So he Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was PRESENT to heal them.” (Luke 5:15-17)
AFTER BEING BEATEN FOR THEIR FAITH AND THROWN INTO PRISON, THE APOSTLE PAUL AND SILAS BEGAN TO WORSHIP AND PRAY TO GOD. AS THEY PRAYED AND WORSHIPPED THE LORD, GOD MOVED IN A MIGHTY WAY.
“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.” (Acts 16:25-26)

WORSHIP HELPS TO CONNECT US TO THE HEART OF GOD AS WE PRAY. IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS WE READ,

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:4)  Worship helps us to know what to pray for.
Jesus Himself said, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

SINCERE WORSHIP AND FOCUSED PRAYER CHANGES BOTH OUR CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE WAY WE VIEW OUR PROBLEMS  
3) PRAYER ACKNOWLEDGES OUR DEPENDENCE ON GOD
· NEHEMIAH HAD A GREAT LOVE FOR HIS BRETHREN
· When he heard about the great distress and reproach felt by his brethren and how the wall around Jerusalem had been broken down and its gates burnt, he was gripped with compassion and a desire to help
· After hearing about the distress among his brethren he immediately began to fast and pray.
· In chapter 1 of the book of Nehemiah we read,

“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. And I said: I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe Your commandments, please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You. 
Both my father’s house and I have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. (Nehemiah 1:4-7)
“O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. “For I was the king’s cupbearer.” (Nehemiah 1:11)

· NEHEMIAH WAS A MAN OF PRAYER. 
· WHEN CONFRONTED BY OPPOSITION HE SOUGHT THE LORD. 
· In chapter four of the book of Nehemiah we see Sanballat and Tobiah mocking the efforts of the children of Israel in their rebuilding of the wall. 
· In response Nehemiah prays, “Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity.” (Nehemiah 4:4)
BECAUSE OF PRAYER NEHEMIAH RECEIVED FAVOUR FROM THE KING THAT HE WORKED FOR (AS A CUPBEARER) AND FAVOUR AND COOPERATION FROM MEN. 
AS A RESULT NEHEMIAH WAS ABLE TO CO-ORDINATE AND ORGANISE THE REBUILDING OF THE WALL AROUND JERUSALEM, IN THE MIDST OF GREAT OPPOSITION AND OPPRESSION, IN JUST 52 DAYS 
(Nehemiah 2:2-8) (Nehemiah Chapter 3) (Nehemiah 4:7-9)    (Nehemiah 4:14-15) (Nehemiah 5:9-13) (Nehemiah 6:15)

CONTINUALLY SEEKING GOD IN PRAYER FOR HIS WAYS AND STRATEGIES AND FOR HIS STRENGTH AND ENABLING POWER HELPS US TO BE FRUITFUL AND PROSPEROUS IN LIFE 
4) WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY SEEK GOD FOR HIS WISDOM AND DIRECTION IN LIFE

· God’s ways are far higher than ours

In the book of Isaiah we read,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

· There are different seasons in our life

· We need to also make the most of every God given opportunity to see God’s Kingdom expanded here on earth
· Life is full of choices. The choices that we make today will impact us in the future. The enemy is always looking for any opportunity to destroy what God has planned for our life. The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
Having a lifestyle of prayer helps us to continually make right choices in life and to be positioned where God would want us to be in each season of our life. (Following His plan for our life)

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17)
5) WE ALL AS CHRISTIANS HAVE THE ABILITY TO PRAY FOR AND THEN TO SEE GOD PERFORMING MIRACLES IN OUR LIFE
In the book of James we read,
“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:17-18)

JESUS HIMSELF SAID, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
Ordinary people can pray to a supernatural God and see extraordinary results and answers to prayer
6) WHEN WE PRAY WE MUST SIMPLY JUST BELIEVE FOR THE ANSWERED PRAYER (IN GOD’S TIMING)
· We must not continually focus on our problems in life
· We must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 

· We need to spend more time praying for God’s provision and direction than speaking about our problems.
· Speaking out God’s promises as we pray also helps to build up our faith for answered prayers. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 
· Without faith it is impossible to please God. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· God knows what we need even before we ask Him. Jesus said,

“And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” (Matthew 6:7-8)
· Jesus also said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” 
“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
7) WE MUST SEEK TO PRAY AS LED BY AND EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

It is important that our prayers are always full of life, Spirit led and prayed in faith with an expectation of being answered by God rather that out of simple religious routine. 

When we pray in line with God’s will for our life we can expect God to answer our prayers. The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
In the book of Romans we read,

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27)
In the book of Jude we read,

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20 and 21)
8) PRAYER IS SIMPLY COMMUNICATING WITH GOD. 

(Prayer is a two way communication with God)
For effective communication we must ALSO listen to those that we are communicating with. 

The same is the case when we pray to our Father in heaven. We need to listen to what God is saying to us when we are praying to Him.
Although God can speak to us at any time, it is so important to also spend time alone with the LORD to hear from Him.

Jesus Himself often withdrew to spend time with His Father in Heaven. In the gospel of Luke we read, “So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)

We must purposely make time in the midst of our often busy agendas to spend time with the LORD in a quiet place, where we can hear from Him clearly

JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.” (Matthew 6:6)

King David wrote,

“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10)

God can speak to us in many ways. God speaks to us through His Word, through other believers, and through the Holy Spirit gently speaking to us to give us guidance and direction for life. 
We must simply learn to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit when we pray. Jesus Himself said,

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
9) THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYING SPECIFICALLY (AND NOT JUST GENERALLY)

Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:24)
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

WHEN WE PRAY TO OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE PRAY IN A FOCUSSED WAY AND THAT WE MENTION SPECIFICALLY WHAT WE ARE ASKING FOR IN OUR PRAYERS. OUR PERSISTENT AND FOCUSSED PRAYERS THAT ARE IN LIFE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE WILL ALWAYS SEE ANSWERS IN GOD’S TIMING.  

